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We have made and supplied the Oilsilk Interlined Tren 
Coat to officers since the early days of the war, and y 
consider now the garment perfect in every detail. 


No better coat has been designed to meet the requiremer 
of officers on active service. 


A COMPLETE PROTECTION 
FROM WIND, COLD, AND RAIN 


The (Patent) ‘ Restwell” Kapok Sleeping Bag Valis 
is supplied by us, price 5O/~. 


We strongly advise an inspection of this valise. It, 
absolutely waterproof, and has especial merit in preventin 
rheumatism and kindred ailments. 


Total weight, only eight pounds, 


All types of uniform of first quality supplied at modera 
prices, 


WELSH & JEFFERIES 
Military and Civil Tailors 


15 Duke Street, St. James’s, London, 5.¥ 
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BOOKS ON MACHINE GUN 


Instruction on the. Lewis Machine Gun and | 
Handling. By “Simprex.” — Price, post free, 2a. 2 
A complete guide to the mechanism and tactical handling of ¢ 
Lema Automatic Machine Gun, and to the training of Machine & 
ections, . 
, This book has been compiled by us from the Notes of a Machi 
aun Feber of wide experience, All matters are dealt with i: 
ractical manner, so that the book should be of value not only: 
ficers and N.C,O,’s in Machine Gun Sections, but also to Cr 
pany Officera who wish to acquire a working knowledge of! 
gun and its uses, 


Instruction in the Machine Gun. By Captain D. Mc, 

James, Yorkshire Regiment, School of Musketry, Hyt: 

178 pp,, pocket size. 2a, nel, postage:' 

Compiled from the official text-books and methods of instr: 
tien at Hythe, to assist in giving instruction to machine 1. 
teams, especially in the new formations which are being raised 
present. The chapters on the system of instruction in mechani, 
stoppages, drill, etc., are by Sergeant-Major Rosam, School '< 
Musketry, and outline the systematic and common-sense meth > 
foley in teaching men huw to handle and keep a machine; : 
Inaction, e 


ractical Notes for Machine Gun Drill & Traint . 
An Introductory Letter by Sir Hinam Maxim to the Autho - 
the “Origin of the Machine Gun.” By Captain Seyne’: 
Rouse (Divisional Staff Officer, Musketry, 39th Division), J 

Post free, ha 

Maxim Gun. Instructional Manual for the Mech, 

ism. By B.G, Wars. Ged, postage 

This little manual on the Maxim!GunJhbas been compiled): 
the matter set forth bya system of instruction which, if prop 
followed, will result in gan teams knowing the gun in suc 
manner that they will be able to work it intelligently, and, wh 
most important, never forget it. 

“Practical instruction of |the common-sense order.”—Us 
Service Garette, ad, 
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CHAPTER I 
NOTES ON THE ATTACK 


‘Tum conditions under which military 
operations take place are extremely vari- 
able, and it seldom happens that any two 
actions take place in precisely similar cir- 
cumstances. The nature of the ground, 
over which the operations take place, the 
climatic conditions, the character and 
strength of the enemy, the efficiency of 
the weapons in use on either side—these, 
and many other circumstances, are sel- 
dom or never twice alike, and success is 
gained by that force which can the more 
readily adapt itself to the conditions of 
the moment. This being so, it is obvious 
that no rigorous system, either of attack 
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or defence, can be laid down; but, on the 
other hand, certain general principles 
may be enunciated, which may serve to 
guide the leaders of the various units 
composing a force in determining their 
actions and dispositions in whatever 
situation they may happen to be placed, 
Broadly speaking, an attack comprises 

three distinct and separate stages. In the 
first place, the object is to establish a 
strong force in suitable positions within 
decisive range of-the enemy. This is fol. 
lowed by the effort to gain a superiority 
of fire over the enemy, and, when this 
superiority has been established, there en- 
sues the final and decisive attack upon his 
position. The three stages may be de- 
signated as: 

1. The Advance. 

2, The Fire Fight. 

3. The Assault. 


CHAPTER II 
PRELIMINARIES 


Tue commander of an attacking force, 
having, by means of his various scouting 
parties, and his advanced guard, ascer- 
tained as far as possible the enemy’s dis- 
positions, and having formulated his own 
plans of action, will issue his written 
operation orders, and will also, if he can, 
probably call together his principal officers, 
to some spot whence a view of the scene 
of operations may be obtained, and there 
explain these orders verbally, By means 
of the written orders, and verbal instruc- 
tions, he will describe the existing situa- 
tion, and make known his general inten- 
tions. He will also assign to each unit 
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under his command a definite task, and 
specify the actual extent of frontage 
allotted to each, and will notify the steps 
he proposes to take in order to secure 
that the movements of different portions 
of his command shall be accurately timed. 
While, however, all general arrangements 
will be thus dealt with, the actual manner 
of carrying out the various plans will be 
left to the discretion of the commanders 
of the various units concerned. 

Prior to the commencement of the 
attack, a battalion commander should 
thoroughly understand : 


(i) The general intentions and plans of 

the officer in supreme command, 
‘ (ii) The special duty. allotted to his 

own. battalion. . 

(iii) The compass direction he is to 
take. 

(iv) The extent of frontage allotted 

' to him. 


On returning to his unit, the battalion 
commander will call together his company 
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and platoon officers, and explain the 
plans, etc., to them, allotting to each 
company officer a definite portion of the 
work assigned to the battalion, and taking 
care that each of these officers knows 
what units are on his flanks, what their 
respective objectives are, and the posi- 
tion which the battalion commander pro- 
poses to take up. The company and 
platoon officers, in turn, will convey similar 
information to their subordinates. 


' CHAPTER Mil 


DISTRIBUTION OF AN ATTACKING 
FORCE 


INFANTRY in the attack will usually be 
divided into three portions : 


x. The Firing Line—whose business 4. 
to develop the attack. 

2. The Local Reserves—to reinforce the 
firing line when necessary. 

3. The General Reserve—to complete 
the assault and to be of use in case of 
emergencies, 


The General Reserve will usually consist 
of complete units, and will be under the 
direct control of the commander of the 
whole force. It will, as a rule, consist 
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of at least a quarter of the total force 
available, and will be employed, on the 
one hand, to resist any counter-attack 
that may be made by the enemy, or, on 
the other, to deliver a smashing ‘‘ sledge- 
hammer ” blow, thus completing the suc- 
cess gained by the other portion of the 
force. 
£ ‘The Firing Line will send forward a small 
jnumber of men as “ ground scouts,” to 
protect itself against surprise, and the re- 
“mainder will be divided into two portions 
>the firing line proper, and the supports. 

A battalion, therefore, which forms part 

‘of an attacking force, and is not included 
jin the General Reserve, will usually be 
; divided into: 

1. Firing Line. 

' . 2, Supports. 

3. Local Reserves. 

The Firing Line, at first, should not ex- 
ceed a quarter of the whole battalion, and 
a convenient arrangement is to allot two 
half-companies to the Firing Line, a similar 
number to the Supporting Line, retaining 
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two complete companies as the Battalion 
Reserve, 

As already stated, the essential business 
of the Firing Line is to develop the attack, 
to gain ground to the front, and, in the 
event of meeting with a check, to hold on 
to the ground gained until reinforced. It 
is most essential that the Firing Line 
should press forward with determination 
and vigour, remembering that the more 
quickly it advances, the fewer will be its 
casualties, A rapidly advancing force is 
exposed to enemy fire only for a compara. 
tively short time, and the quickness of ad. 
vance increases the difficulty of the enemy 
—especially of his artillery—in keeping 
the range of the attackers. Quickness of 
advance also affects the confidence of the 
enemy, and thus tends to destroy the 
accuracy of aim of his riflemen. Further, 
the success of an attack largely depends 
upon its energy, and. the maximum of 
impetus for the final assault can only be 
secured by continual pressing *forward 
during the earlier stages, 
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The duty of the Supports is to reinforce 
the Firing Line as soon as it is seen that the 
latter can make no further progress, or 
as soon as it shows a tendency to slacken 
or lose impetus ; while the Local Reserve, 
in addition to providing still further rein- 
forcements during the final stages of the 
advance, and for the assault, should also, 
when opportunity and the nature of the 
ground permit, aid the advance of the 
leading lines by means of covering fire, 
and be prepared to resist possible counter- 
attacks by the enemy. For the latter 
purpose, at least a portion of the Reserves 
should be held intact until the termina- 
tion of the engagement. In the case of 
a failure, the Reserves would also be 
required to cover the retirement of the 
remainder of the force, while, after a suc- 
cessful attack upon the first objective, 
they might be needed to furnish a fresh 
firing line for the purpose of renewed 
attack upon the enemy, should he take up 
a second strong position, 
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CHAPTER IV 
FORMATIONS 


THE formations adopted by the succeed. 
ing portions of an attacking force depent 
mainly upon the nature of the enemy fire 
and upon the character of the ground 
over which the force has to move, 

Artillery fire becomes effective at about 
3,000 yards range, and the ranges of rifle 
firing are as follows: 


Yards 
‘Distant range . 2,800—2,000, 
Long range » 2,000—TI,400, 


Effective range . 1,400—1,600, 
Decisive range . ‘600 and under. 


Again, rifle fire may be profitably opened 
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upon a battalion in column at about 1,500 
yards range, upon a company in close 
order at about 1,200 yards, and, on a 
small group or section at about 800 yards. 

Experience shows that, when beyond 
distant ranges, a force may move with a 
fair amount of safety in column forma- 
tion; when at long range, it becomes 
advisable to break up into lines of smaller 
columns, in close order, moving with in- 
tervals between them; and at effective 
ranges it is necessary to break up into 
still smaller units. Such small columns 
are more easy to manceuvre than are men 
in extended order; they are able to take 
full advantage of cover, or of dead ground, 
and, on the other hand, they form a diffi- 
cult target for the enemy. As far as pos- 
sible, such lines of small columns should 
move on an irregular frontage in order 
to increase the difficulty to the enemy in 
finding the range accurately. At close 
ranges all advances must be made in ex- 
tended order. 

Speaking generally, therefore, .a bat- 
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talion which forms part of an attack; 
force will,.in the first place, and while, 
a considerable distance, be directed 4 
wards its objective in ordinary man 
formation. On approaching the distan 
where -artillery fire begins to becog 
dangerous, the battalion will deploy in 
lines of platoons in fours. Later on, 
further deployment, into lines of sectio; 
in fours or file, takes place, and, whe 
within effective rifle range, these lines wi 
be still further broken up, and the vario 
sections will advance in extended orde 
As far as possible successive changes ; 
formation should be made while unk 
cover, and it should be remembered tha 
the distances at which the deployment 
become necessary cannot be definite! 
stated, but vary according to the circum 
stances of the moment, 

The respective distances between Firin 
Line, Supports, and Reserves are also vari 
able, but as a general rule they should 
at the commencement of an attack, be 
certainly not less than 300 yards, This 
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should be gradually diminished as the 
engagement advances, and advantage 
should be taken of cover to reduce this 
distance, and bring the supporting lines 
sloser to the front line in readiness for 
‘einforcement at the critical moment. 
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CHAPTER V 
EXTENDED ORDER 


Tue following points in connection wit 
the advance in extended order should 
noted : 


1. All extensions should, as far as pos 
sible, be carried out while unde 
cover. 

2. The general direction of the advance 
must be maintained; men may 
deviate to right or left in order to 
take advantage of suitable cover, but 
must resume their proper place and 
direction as soon as possible. 

3. When no cover is available, men 
should make a short. rush forward 
and then lie flat and motionless until 
they regain their wind. 
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4. Men must avoid bunching together ; 
intervals should be maintained as 
accurately as possible. 

5. At long distances, or with fairly good 
cover, long lines of men may advance 
simultaneously in comparative safety ; 
but at close ranges, and on open 
ground, such lines afford a good tar- 
get. In such cases, therefore, the 
advance should be by means of suc- 
cessive rushes of small sections or 
squads in turn, 

6. The rush forward of one section 
should be covered by the fire of others 
on its flanks. 

7, Care must be taken, by squads ad- 
vancing in this way, not to mask the 
fire of other squads on their flanks, 

8, In making rushes, the aim should be 
to surprise and confuse the enemy, 

g. All rushes should be at high speed 
so as to prevent the enemy taking a 
good aim. 

10. Before making a rush forward each 
man should select for himself the new 
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position he intends to take up a 
should make for that position 

_ rapidly as possible. 

rz. At the longer ranges, the distanc 
“rushed ’’? may be fairly long, b 
only a few men should move at 
time. At shorter distances, a great 
number of men may move togeth 
but should only attempt to cover 
short distance, 
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CHAPTER VI 
THE FIRE FIGHT 


ApvANCING thus in extended order, the 
Firing Line will approach within decisive 
rifle range of the enemy’s position, and its 
further advance will be very difficult. At 
this point the struggle for superiority of 
fire will commence, and the Firing Line will 
be reinforced from the Supports. All 
further forward movement will need to be 
covered by fire, and the several units com- 
posing the Firing Line must make every 
possible effort to assist one another by 
mutual support, The advance of one 
small section of the line must be covered 
by the fire of remaining sections, as well 
as by that of the artillery, and, when occa- 
sion serves, of the Reserves. Platoon and 
section leaders must grasp every possible 
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opportunity, thus afforded, for forwa 
movement, pushing on at all costs ar 
relying upon assistance and reinforcemen 
being supplied by other portions of ti 
force. As the line is reinforced, units w 
inevitably tend to become confused, a 
it is consequently necessary to seize eve 
suitable opportunity to reorganize. Sw 
reorganization must of course be carr 
out under cover, and must be effected; 
rapidly as possible. 

An. expeditious way of doing this is f 
each of the original section commanders 
or even some of the senior men—to call¢ 
some half-dozen or so of the men on eith 
side of them to form their ‘‘ squad”. 
thus forming new sections for concert 
movement. On the other hand, men wi 
find themselves detached from the 
original sections will attach themselves! 
the squad nearest to them. 

In this way gradual progress is made, t! 
line slowly approaches the enemy’s po: 
tion, and gradually attains a superiorit 
of fire over the enemy. 
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CHAPTER VII 
THE ASSAULT 


Tus only becomes possible when the fire 
of the attacking force has acquired a dis- 
tinct superiority over that of the defenders. 
This superiority is evidenced by move- 
ments of the enemy towards his rear, and 
by a general weakening of his fire, and 
will usually be first noticed by the Firing 
Line. The impulse for the assault will 
therefore generally come from the Firing 
Line itself, and it is the duty of any officer 
who notices this weakening to take im- 
mediate advantage of it without waiting 
for orders, while it is incumbent upon all 
other officers to give every possible sup- 
port. If, however, it should be necessary 
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to give the impetus for the assault fro 
the rear, all available reinforcement 
should be pushed forward into the Firin, 
Line, and, as they reach it, should carry; 
forward with them. 

Prior to the final charge the men shoul: 
if possible, be rallied while under cove 
and formed up almost shoulder to shoulda 
Rapid fire should then be poured in upa 
the enemy, and the assault delivers 
immediately, It should be remembera 
that the steady advance of a large numb: 
of men in regular formation will produ 
a much greater effect upon the defenden 
and will be much more disconcerting am. 
irresistible, than the more rapid advano 
of an irregular and straggling crowd 
Consequently the pace of the final charg 
should be a fairly steady one, and th 
attacking force should aim at preservity 
as good a line as possible. 


CHAPTER VIII 
AFTER THE ASSAULT 


As quickly as possible, after a successful 
assault, steps must be taken to secure the 
hold upon the position, to reorganize and 
to make all necessary preparations for 
meeting possible counter-attacks, Fresh 
ammunition must be obtained and dis- 
tributed at the earliest possible oppor- 
tunity, the various units re-formed under 
their proper officers, and scouts sent for- 
ward to preserve touch with the enemy. 
The general futility of attempts by men, 
exhausted in the attack, to pursue the 
enemy with the bayonet should be im- 
aes upon the troops, but, on the other 

and, the enemy should be pursued by 
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fire, and ammunition at this stage may} 
freely and profitably expended. 

Finally, the men who have formed ti 
Reserve should pass through those wh 
have been engaged in the assault, in 9 
tended order, taking up a position in re 
of the captured position, ready to form 
fresh firing line should a further action} 
necessary, or to resist any attempt on t 
part of the enemy to recapture the grow 
that has been gained. 


CHAPTER IX 
NOTES ON THE DIAGRAMS 


D1aGRams I to 8 are intended to illustrate 
the movements of a battalion when carry- 
ing out a drill in the attack. The various 
distances given in these diagrams must 
be regarded as suggestive only: as already 
stated, the distances at which successive 
deployments take place, as well as those 
between the Firing Line, Supports, and Re- 
serves at different stages of the engage- 
ment, vary according to circumstances, 
Throughout the diagrams the four com- 
panies are designated by the letters A, 
B, C, and D; the sixteen platoons by 
the Roman numerals I, II, ITI, etc. ; and 
the sections of companies by the Arabic 
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numerals 1, 2, 3, etc. The following sig: 
are employed to designate the office 
giving the various commands : 


ag Battalion Commander. 


# Company Commander. (The y 
of the company letter followi 
this sign denotes which compar 
is referred to.) 


4 Platoon Commander. 
O Section Commander. 


DIAGRAM 1 


Shows the battalion formed up in ma 
at the point of assembly, which is sy 
posed to be at a distance of 5,000 yar 
from the enemy position. For the pu 
poses of the drill it is supposed that 
frontage of 300 yards has been allotte 
to the battalion, this being divided in th 
ae aie into four sections of 75 yart 
each, ° 
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4 AandC Companies will form Fir 
Line and Supports » B and D Co 
panies will form Local Reserves, 


war (or C) Company—Advance | 
column of route from the righ 
ac | Form—Fours—Right. P 


éI \No. I (or IX) Platoon—Lefi 
$1XJ Wheel; Quick—March, etc. 


DIAGRAM 2 


The battalion moving off in tre 
columns: the advance of A and B Cor, 
panies being directed against the extren 
right of the enemy frontage, while ti 
other two companies move against th 
centre of the enemy position. There? 
thus an interval of 150 yards between th 
two columns, & 


DIAGRAM 3 


On arriving at a distance of abor 
4,000 yards from the objective, it become 
necessary to deploy into smaller column 
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in order to avoid the possible effects 
enemy artillery fire. The columns , 
therefore broken up into four lines of; 
toons in fours—the leading line form 
the Firing Line, the second the Suppo 
and the remainder the Reserves. | 
distances between these lines will be de 
mined according to circumstances- 
the diagrams they are given as 200% 
300 yards respectively. The diag, 
shows A and C Companies already; 
ployed, B and D on the point of doing’ 
the words of command to these 
panies being : 


B (ov D) Company—On the | 
form two lines of platoons in fa 
at 75 yards interval, and x yards 
& B Age Nos. V and VII Platn 
#& DJS(or XIII and XV) will form f 
line; and remaining platoons | 
second line, 


& VII\No. VII (or XV) Platoon—Dou 
§ XVJ —March. 
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Platoons V and XIII continue to move 
forward while VII and XV incline 
to the left, and double out to the 
named interval, 

Platoons VI, VIII, XIV, and XVI will 
halt, or step short, until the pla- 
toons in front of them have gained 
the required distance, when they 
will be moved forward by their re- 
spective commanders. 


DIAGRAM 4 
The Firing Line has now reached a dis- 
tance of 3,000 yards from the objective, 
and is thus within effective artillery range. 
A further deployment therefore becomes 
aecessary—into lines of sections in fours, 
or file. 
No. I Platoon (or III, EX, or X1) 
1: }—-On the Left, form line of sections 
111 | fours (or file) at x paces interval. 
Lx [Remainder—Double—March. On 
reaching required position section 
commanders will give, Quich— 
March, 
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DIAGRAM 5 


Shows the three leading lines in the 
formation described in the preceding dia- 
gram, and the fourth line, having arrived 
gat the 3,000 yards distance, just breaking 
“up into the same formation. The words 
of command are as on page 33. 


DIAGRAM 6 


On arriving at a distance of about 
2,000 yards it becomes advisable to ex- 
tend the Firing Line in skirmishing order. 


O.. To the left to « paces—Extend, 


The same command is given by the 
‘commanders of the remaining sections of 
Platoons I, III, IX, and XI. Or the 
command may be conveyed to each pla- 
toon as a whole, by the platoon com- 
manders, by signal. 
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DIAGRAM 7 


The distances have now been decreas 
to from 1,500 to 1,000 yards from { 
objective, and all lines are consequent 
in extended order. 


D1AGRAM 8 


The leading troops are now within ¢ 
cisive range of the enemy, and the proc 
of building up the Firing Line and ¢ 
deavouring to secure superiority of { 
prior to the final assault has commenc 
The Supports have gradually becoi 
merged in the Firing Line, and the re 
forced line will attempt to make grow 
to the front by a series of short and shai 
rushes of a few men at a time—such rush 
being generally controlled by the secti 
commanders under the supervision 4 
their respective platoon officers. Pc 
tions, at least, of the men held in ¢! 
Reserve Lines will also be sent forward: 
suitable opportunities, to still furth:' 
reinforce the Firing Line, and bring itu 
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DIAGRAM = 


to the strength of at least one man per 
yard of frontage. 


Diagrams 9, 10, and 11 are in illustra- 
tion of an alternative method of deploy- 
ment, designed to avoid, as far as possible, 
the effects of enemy artillery fire. The 
general idea of the formation is to break 
the battalion up from column into 
smaller units arranged in the general 
shape of a diamond. 


Di1acram 9 
First Formation 
The battalion, in column of route, 
breaks up into four smaller columns of 
companies. 
if Artillery Formation—600 paces 


interval and 300 paces distance— 
Move. 


HA A Company — Double — March, 
(Breaking into quick time when the 
required interval is gained.) 
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i B B Company—Right—Incline, (ui 


incline when required distance} 
reached.) 

AC C Company—Left—Incline. (Rig 
incline when required distance 
reached.) 

4D D Company—Halt. (Quick mar 
when the other companies ha 
reached their positions.) 


Dracram 10 
Second Formation 


Each company repeats a similar ma 
ceuvre, the intervals and distances bei 


one-half of those given for the first fo: 


mation, 


Pe A (B, C, or D) Company—Artiller 
é Formation —300 paces  interu 
: 5 and 150 paces distance—Move. 
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$I No I Platoon—Double—March. 
(Breaking into quick time when 
the required interval is gained.) 

SII No. I Platoon—Right—Ineline. 
(Left incline when required dis- 
tance is reached.) 

SII No. II Platoon—Left—Incline. 
(Right incline when required dis- 

tance is reached.) 

S51V No. IV Platoon—Halt. (Quick 
march when the other three pla- 
toons have reached their respective 

positions.) 

The corresponding platoons of the re- 
maining three companics will execute 
orecisely similar movements. 


D1aGRAM 11 


Third Formation 


Each platoon now breaks up into four 
—the several sections taking up positions 
‘orresponding to those previously des- 
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CHAPTER X 
ADDITIONAL NOTES 


i 
2 
? fire DirrEcTION AND CONTROL 
sluE first object of the attack being to 
sestablish a superiority of fire over the 
senemy, it is obvious that the direction 
jand control of the fire of the attackers is 
‘a matter of supreme importance. 
j The direction of fire is the business of 
' the officers, and consists of the issuing of 
-general directions as to when fire is to be 
opened, instructions as to the targets to 
be aimed at, and information regarding 
ranges. 

The control of fire is the business of the 
fire leader, who will usually be the section 
commander, though in the early stages of 
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the action the platoon commander rp, 
be able to carry out this duty. It consi 
of: 

(a) Issuing orders for commencem 
or cessation of fire. 

(6) Observing, as far as possible, | 
results of fire, and giving out « 
rected ranges. 

(c) Seeing to the correct adjustment 
sights. 

(d) Indicating the target to the men. 

(¢) Checking indiscriminate and 1 
steady shooting. 

(#) Specifying the number of rounds: 
be fired and the rate of firing, 

(g) Distributing reserve ammunition 


Ranging.—During the attack it is 
difficult matter to ascertain ranges wi 
any degree of accuracy or to correct t 
range by observing the results of the firn 
If possible, therefore, range finders shu 
be employed before the action commen 
and the ranges of well-defined features 
‘the ground taken. These ‘ ney ran 


46 


should be issued to all officers and fire 
leaders, and the use of them during the 
attack will be of much assistance. Further, 
since the effect of artillery fire may be 
observed fairly easily, it is possible to pick 
up ranges by obtaining information from 
the artillery as to the ranges they are 
firing at and observing the bursting of 
their shells. Lastly, a few men in each 
section should be specially trained in dis- 
tance judging, so that, when other methods 
fail, fairly reliable guidance may be ob- 
tained from them. 
Ammunition—Economy in the use of 
ammunition, and careful arrangements for 
renewal of supplies, are vital. to the 
success of the attack, It is possible, with 
the modern rifle, for the soldier to con- 
sume all the ammunition that he is able 
to carry on his person in a very short 
space of time; and on the other hand, the 
difficulties of sending forward supplies in 
bulk during the course of the engagement 
are very great. Nevertheless it is abso- 
lutely necessary that the Firing Line 
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should be amply supplied during the 
stages in order to ensure success in, 
‘ fire fight.”’ The utmost care, thereh 
must be exercised in this matter. 
Ammunition is economized by: 


(a) Good direction on the part of: 
officers. - 

(b) Effective control on the part of; 
fire leaders. 

(c) Good discipline on the part of; 
men. 


The following points should be speci 
noted : 


1. Ammunition pack animals and « 
should be pushed forward as far; 
possible, every advantage bé: 
taken of cover to do this. 

2. A few strong and active men ine 
' platoon should be detailed as amm 
tion carriers. 

3. Every available opportunity of: 
plenishing ammunition should . 
seized. 
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4. The men in the Firing Line should 
reserve their fire till the latest mo- 
ment, if possible, until they reach 
‘decisive range—their advance being 
rendered possible by the well-directed 
fire of Supports and Reserves instead 
of by their own firing. 

. All reinforcing troops should carry 
forward extra ammunition. This 
should be handed over to the men 
in the Firing Line, who, in turn, 
will give information regarding the 
range, etc. 
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OBSERVATION AND COMMUNICATION 


It is highly essential that efficient com- 
‘munication between the differentsections of 
the attacking force should be maintained, 

and every company commander must see 
#that heis in touch with the battalion com- 
tmander on the one hand and his platoon 
commanders on the other, as well as 
‘with the companies on his flanks. As far 
as possible all subordinate commanders 
should endeavour to take up positions 
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whence they are able to obtain a, 
view of what is going on, and whence| 
can easily communicate with others, 
assist them in this, they should be ac 
panied by one man detailed to ac 
observer, who should confine his atten 
to this particular work, watch for sig 
from other officers, report on movem 
of the enemy, and generally kee 
superior informed of events whic 
taking place, and which, in consequ 
of his many other duties, may | 
escaped his attention. The var 
places to which reports are to be: 
should be well defined, and freq 
reports forwarded to the Battalion ¢ 
mander so as to keep him informed ¢ 
that is going on. Signalling is ma 
possible in the later stages of an eng 
ment, and the human messenger mus 
mainly replied upon. Whenever possi 
all messages should be in writing,: 
verbal messages to subordinate off 
are frequently necessary, and this k 
so, the men should be well trainet 
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passing messages from one to the other. 
‘The name of the sender should be given 
with all messages, and no attention should 
*be paid to any instructions given anony- 


jmously. 


t 
* The Battalion Commander will, as a 
tule, be in the rear, with the reserves, 
which will be under his own immediate 
‘control, and which he will employ in 
‘support of the leading lines, by providing 
‘covering fire, and by pushing forward 
adequate reinforcements at the proper 
moment. Of the company officers, the 
second in command will usually go with 
the Firing Line, and, in conjunction with 
the officers commanding the platoons com- 
posing that line, will lead the attack. 
vomnpany commanders will generally 
uccompany the supports and will assist by 
udiciously reinforcing the Firing Line, and 
‘thus keeping up the “impetus” of the 
ittack, urging on the forward movement, 
is it were, by pressure from behind. 
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POSITION OF OFFICERS 


SUMMARY OF SPECIAL DUTIEs 


{a) The Battalion Commander : 


x. To personally reconnoitre the gn 
prior to the commencement of 
action, 

2. To see that clear instructions 

’ given to each of his subord 
officers, and that a definite tas 
objective is assigned to each: 
composing his force. 

3. To take up a position whence lr 
obtain a good view, and from ¥ 
he may be able to exercise ther 
mum of general control. 

4. To ensure that adequate am 
ments are made for maintaining: 
munication. 

5. To arrange for the replenishme 

_ the supplies of ammunition ¢ 
favourable opportunities. 

6. To keep the Reserves under his 
special control, and to use them:, 
tively. 
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(b) The Company Commander: 

I. To maintain communication with 
the Battalion Commander and with his 
subordinate officers. 

2. To co-operate with the companies on 
his flanks. 

3. To determine. the distances to be 
observed between the Firing Line and 
Supports. 

4. To select positions for the building 
up of the Firing Line. 

5. To take all possible advantage of the 
ground. 

6. To ‘‘ make good” all ground that is 
gained. 

7. To reorganise his company after a 
successful assault, and to make pre- 
parations to resist counter-attack, or 
for pursuit. 

8. To accompany the final reinforce- 
ments to the Firing Line. 


t 


'(c) Platoon Commanders ; 
I. To exercise “ Fire Control” as far as 
possible, 
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2. To carry out the instructions of; 
company commander in regard to; 
building up of the Firing Line. 

3. To afford support to the platoon 
his flanks. 

4. To send frequent reports to the 
pany commander. 

5. To take steps to secure fresh sup 
of ammunition. 

6. To lead his platoon in the adva 
and, especially, to select succes 
halting-places, when the advane: 
being made by a series of rushes. 


(d) Section Commanders : 


I. To see that the correct directia. 
maintained, that his men a 
“bunching,” and that they do: 
mask the fire of neighbow 
sections. 

2. To control the fire of his men, it 
cating the targets and, when posi! 
the ranges. 
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3. To pass on quickly all reports that 
come to him, and to keep his platoon 
commander informed of all observed 
hostile movements. 

4. To take under his control, as the 
Firing Line is reinforced, all leaderless 
men who are in his neighbourhood, 
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